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At Ash Green School we have established 
a broad and balanced curriculum which is 
designed to cater for progression to Sixth Form 
or College, University, apprenticeships and 
employment. Furthermore, we regularly evaluate 
the curriculum to ensure that it is meeting the 
needs of all of our students. 

We have also recognised that it is very important 
for many of our students to have the opportunity 
to study a language (French or Spanish) and 
humanities subject (Geography or History) 
at GCSE. Along with Computer Science, this 
combination of subjects is known as the English 
Baccalaureate, or Ebacc. Higher education 
establishments and, increasingly, employers 
expect a broader – more academic – range 
of GCSE subjects. For this reason, we have 
ensured that all students have access to a 
quality curriculum centred around the Ebacc.  

Pathways at KS4

The curriculum offer is divided into two different 
pathways. Each student is offered a pathway 
dependent on a range of factors including ability, 
their progress to date and the nature of the 
courses on offer in the Pathway. A number of 
selected students follow Pathway 1. The majority 
of students follow Pathway 2, with some 
identified pupils, for whom a more targeted 
curriculum is appropriate, will via parental 
consultation follow a separate vocational 
pathway.

Whichever Pathway a student is allocated, they 
will all follow an identical core curriculum and we 
provide a great deal of guidance about the 
choices they can make. All pupils are able to 
select subjects which will provide them with the 
knowledge, skills, understanding and experience 
to successfully progress. 

The Core Curriculum

All students follow a core curriculum of:

• English Language
• English Literature
• Maths
• Combined Science (double award)
• Biology, Chemistry and Physics (students 
selected from sets R1 and B1)
• Physical Education (non-examined)
• PSHE

Pupils are then allocated to one of two Pathways. 
Your child’s personalised Pathway is indicated on 
the accompanying personalised pathway form.

YEAR 9 PATHWAYS

This booklet is designed to provide all the information you 
and your child will need as they enter an important phase of 
their education. 



GCSEs and BTECs

Recent government reform has meant that there 
are two principle courses available for pupils in 
KS4; GCSEs and BTECs. 

All reformed GCSEs are now graded differently, 
with the majority of assessment (between 60% 
and 100%) coming in an exam at the end of the 
course. 

BTECs, or technical awards, are graded at 
Pass, Merit, Distinction or Distinction*. 

These qualifications consist of approximately 
25% eternal assessment with the remainder of 
set tasks completed in school. 

It is very important for pupils to consider the 
types of assessment when choosing a course. 
Both GCSE and BTEC courses offer the same 
opportunities for progression onto post-16 
courses. 

GCSEs are also graded differently, using a 
new system of 9-1, replacing the A*-G system:

Old GCSE Grades New GCSE Grades BTEC Grades

A* 9 or 8 Distinction*

A 7 Distinction

B 6 or 5 Merit

C 4 Pass

D 3

Level 1 Pass (not equivalent to 
GCSE)

E 2

F 1

G 1

U 0

GCSE, BTECs AND GRADINGS

. 



Some Important guidance for pupils

• Read the booklet and subject information
carefully.

• You will be studying the courses you select
for three years; it is very important that you
have thought carefully about your decisions.

• Don’t choose a subject because your friend
has: it is unlikely you will be in the same
class.

• Don’t choose a subject because of a
particular teacher: they might not be teaching
your class next year.

• If you have a career in mind, check what kind
of subjects they are looking for.

• Speak to your parents, teachers and tutors
for advice.

What to do next

• Included in this pack is the personalised 
Pathways form completed by your child in the 
recent assembly, reflecting the choice they 
made.

• If these choices are still valid, all you need to 
do is sign and date the form and hand it in 
before you leave.

• If you would like time to review or change the 
form, you can do so by writing in a 
replacement subject on the form.

• The completed Pathways form must be 
returned to school reception no later than 
Friday 7th February 2020.

“I WAS REALLY EXCITED TO START MY GCSE SUBJECTS, I KNEW THAT 
I HAD CHOSEN SUBJECTS THAT WOULD HELP ME WITH WHAT I WANTED 

TO DO IN THE FUTURE.”
- STUDENT, ASH GREEN SCHOOL



“IN ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE WE 

ARE ABLE TO EXPRESS 
OURSELVES 

SUCCESSFULLY SO THAT 
WE  CAN GIVE OUR 

OPINIONS WITH

POWER.”
- YEAR 11 STUDENTS



GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

EXAM BOARD: AQA
SPECIFICATION CODE: 8700
FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM MR ST. JOHN

What Topics Will I Study?

The course develops students’ skills in reading 
and writing.

Reading and comparing non-fiction texts and 
fiction texts. The texts will range from 19th 
through to modern days texts.

Students will also develop their skills in creative 
and imaginative writing.

How Will I Be Assessed?

Students will complete two end of course 
exams:

Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading & 
Writing - Written Exam 1 hour 45 minutes. (50% 
of total GCSE).
• Section A: Redaing one literature fiction text
• Section B: Writing descriptive or narrative

writing

Paper 2: Writer’s Viewpoints and Perspectives 
- Written Exam 1 hour 45 minutes. (50% of total
GCSE).

• Section A: Reading one non-fiction text and
one literary non-fiction text

• Section B: Writing to present a viewpoint

What Courses Could This Help Me Study After 
Year 11?

This qualification provides the ideal foundation 
for students to progress to AS level and A level 
English qualifications: English Language, English 
Language and English Literature or English 
Literature.

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

Employers like to be certain that their employees 
have basic literacy skills and it is becoming more 
common to see ‘Literacy Tests’ being given to 
candidates as part of the interview process.  

Need To Know

GCSE English Language is a core subject that 
all students will complete. The course is a 
linear course, which falls into the government’s 
new examination reforms and will be graded 
according to the new 9-1 levels.

GCSE English Literature will be completed 
alongside GCSE English Language. 



“ASH GREEN SCHOOL IS LIKE A 
TREE. ENGLISH IS THE 

SUPPLEMENT THAT ENHANCES THE 
ROOTS AND ENABLES IT TO 

GROW.”
- YEAR 11 STUDENTS



GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE

EXAM BOARD: AQA
SPECIFICATION CODE: 8702
FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM MR ST.JOHN 

What Topics Will I Study?

The course develops students’ skills in reading 
poetry, prose and drama texts from Shakespeare 
through to 21st century texts. Students read and 
respond to Literary texts including: An Inspector 
Calls, one studied 19th century prose text from 
a choice of Frankenstein or A Christmas Carol; 
one thematic poetry cluster (Power and Conflict) 
with comparisons to unseen poems and the 
Shakespeare play Macbeth.

How Will I Be Assessed?

Students will complete 2 exams at the end of the 
course:
Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century 
novel - 1 hour 45 minutes (40% of total GCSE).
• Section A Shakespeare: Students will

answer one question on the play Macbeth.
They will be required to write in detail about
an extract from the play and then to write
about the play as a whole.

• Section B The 19th Century Novel:
Students will answer one question on
the novel they have studied in class,
Frankenstien or A Christmas Carol. They will
be required to write in detail about an extract
from the novel and then to write about the
novel as a whole.

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry - 2 hours 15 
minutes (60% of total GCSE).
• Section A Modern Texts: Students will

answer on essay question from a choice of
two on the play An Inspector Calls.

• Section B Poetry: Students will answer one
comparative question on one named poem
printed on the paper and other poem from

the Power and Conflict anthology cluster.
• Section C Unseen poetry: Students will

answer one question on one unseen poem
and one question comparing this poem with
asecond unseen poem.

What Courses Could This Help Me Study After 
Year 11?

This qualification provides the ideal foundation 
for students to progress to AS Level and A Level 
English qualifications: English Language, English 
Language and Literature or English Literature.

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

From Architecture to Zoology, GCSE English 
Literature will help you to develop an interest 
in and enthusiasm for literature and you will 
discover how literature is rich and influential. 

You will also learn to work independently; be 
creative; think critically; communicate your ideas 
with confidence and think logically.

Need To Know

GCSE English Literature is a core subject that 
all students will complete. The course is a linear 
course, which falls into the government’s new 
examination reforms and will be graded 
according to the new 9-1 levels. 

Students will study GCSE English Language 
alongside GCSE English Literature.



GCSE MATHS

EXAM BOARD: AQA 
SPECIFICATION CODE: 8300
FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM MR LONG

What Topics Will I Study?

In Mathematics there are six overall topics that 
are covered:
• Number
• Algebra
• Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change
• Geometry and Measures
• Probability
• Statistics

How Will I Be Assessed?

GCSE Mathematics has a Foundation tier 
(grades 1 – 5) and a Higher tier (grades 4 – 9). 
Students must take three question papers at 
the same tier. All papers are 80 marks; paper 1 
is non calculator, and papers 2 and 3 are both 
calculator papers. Each paper is 1 hour 30 
minutes and worth 33.3%

What Courses Could This Help Me Study After 
Year 11?

GCSE Mathematics is required for many 
employers and career progression. Higher 
Mathematics grades are increasingly being 
required to progress to PGCE and other courses. 
Completion of the GCSE Mathematics at a good 
grade may enable progression to College and AS 
Level courses.

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

Studying maths helps you develop skills in 
logical thinking and statistical or strategic 
knowledge, which are valued by employers 
across many job sectors. There are a huge 
range of career opportunities leading from GCSE 
Mathematics such as an accountant, actuary, 
engineer, software design, R&D programmer, 
teacher and many more.



“THE STUDY OF 
MATHEMATICS, LIKE THE 

NILE, BEGINS IN 
MINUTENESS BUT ENDS IN 

MAGNIFICENCE.”  
- CHARLES CALEB COLTON



GCSE SCIENCE (COMBINED)

EXAM BOARD: OCR GATEWAY
SPECIFICATION CODE: J250
FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM MRS STOKES

What Topics Will I Study?

Science (Combined) gives you the opportunity to 
study the three sciences, Biology, Chemistry and 
Physics collectively and equates to two GCSE 
qualifications. 

Topics include Cells, Plants, Human Biology, 
Particles, Chemical reactions, Energy, Space, 
Forces and Electricity to name but a few. 

The specification is designed to reinforce key 
scientific concepts introduced in KS3.

How Will I Be Assessed?

Practical activities are embedded throughout 
the course, which are monitored although there 
are no formal assessment/coursework of these 
practicals. 

Instead, application of these skills are tested in 
the final exams as practical related questions 
(Module CS7).

At the end of Year 11, candidates will sit the 

following exams:
• B1, B2, B3 and CS7 1hr 10mins (16.7%)
• B4, B5, B6 and CS7 1hr 10mins (16.7%)
• C1, C2, C3 and CS7 1hr 10mins (16.7%)
• C4, C5, C6 and CS7 1hr 10mins (16.7%)
• P1, P2, P3 and CS7  1hr 10mins (16.7%)
• P4, P5, P6 and CS7 1hr 10mins (16.7%)

What Courses Could This Help Me Study After 
Year 11?

Biology GCE, Chemistry GCE, Physics GCE, 
Psychology CGE, Applied Science BTEC, Health 
and Social Care BTEC.

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

Teaching, Medicine, Veterinary, Ecologist, 
Forensics, Zoologist, Engineering, Biomedical, 
Biotechnology, Astrology, Pharmaceutical, 
Dentistry.



“A WORLD WITHOUT SCIENCE 
WOULD MEAN LIVING IN A VERY 
DIFFERENT WAY TO TODAY. 
SCIENCE STARTED WHEN (WE 
IMAGINE) TWO CAVEMEN 
WONDERED WHAT RUBBING STICKS 
TOGETHER WOULD DO. SCIENCE IS 
BASED ON CURIOSITY. IN FACT, 
WE ARE NATURAL SCIENTISTS; 
WATCH CHILDREN AND YOU WILL 
SEE THAT THEY PLAY LIKE 
SCIENTISTS WORK: WITH 
INVESTIGATION.”
- MRS WATERSON



GCSE BIOLOGY

EXAM BOARD: OCR GATEWAY 
SPECIFICATION CODE: J247
FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM MRS STOKES

What Topics Will I Study?

Biology is the science of living organisms. Topics 
you will study vary from how do reflexes happen 
and how the body works to ethics involved with 
gene therapy.

Applications to the real world are at the 
forefront of Biology with scientific advances in 
cloning, gene technologies, bioengineering and 
conservation of species continuing to make 
headlines.

How Will I Be Assessed?

Practical activities are embedded throughout 
the course, which are monitored, although not 
formally assessed. Instead, application of these 
skills are tested in the final exams as practical 
related questions (Module B7).

At the end of Year 11, candidates will sit the 
following exams:
• B1, B2, B3 and B7 - 1hr 45mins (50%)
• B4, B5, B6 and B7 - 1hr 45mins (50%)

What Courses Could This Help Me Study After 
Year 11?

Biology GCE, Psychology GCE, Applied Science 
BTEC, Health and Social Care BTEC.

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

Teaching, Medicine, Veterinary, Ecologist, 
Forensics, Zoologist, Biomedical, Biotechnology, 
Dentistry, Animal Behaviour, Horticulture, 
Laboratory Technician.

Need To Know

Pursuing a career in biology can be immensely 
rewarding and exciting. Studying biology 
teaches us to ask questions, make observations, 
evaluate evidence, and solve problems. 

Biologists learn how living things work, how 
they interact with one another, and how they 
evolve. They may study the evolution, natural 
history, and conservation of plants and animals; 
investigate the interactions of living organisms 
with light, the environment, or each other.



GCSE CHEMISTRY

EXAM BOARD: OCR GATEWAY
SPECIFICATION CODE: J248
FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM MRS STOKES

What Topics Will I Study?

Chemistry is a branch of the physical science 
that covers the composition, structure, 
properties and change of matter. Building on 
knowledge gained from KS3, topics studied in 
chemistry include atoms, chemical reactions, 
energy changes and chemical applications in 
industry. 

Chemistry has a strong focus on mathematical 
applications and practical opportunities are 
frequent throughout the course.

How Will I Be Assessed?

Practical activities are embedded throughout 
the course, which are monitored although there 
are no formal assessment/coursework of these 
practicals. Instead, application of these skills 
are tested in the final exams as practical related 
questions (Module C7).

At the end of Year 11, candidates will sit the 
following exams:
• C1, C2, C3 and C7 - 1hr 45mins (50%)
• C4, C5, C6 and C7 - 1hr 45mins (50%)
What Courses Could This Help Me Study After
Year 11?

Chemistry GCE, Mathematics GCE, Applied 
Science BTEC.

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

Teaching, Medicine, Forensics, Laboratory 
Technician, Pharmaceutical, Perfumery, 
Chemical Engineering.

Need To Know

The chemical industry is at the heart of 
manufacturing. With a turnover in excess 
of £57bn, the UK chemical industry is 
internationally competitive, employing more than 
180,000 people working for 3,000 organisations.





What Topics Will I Study?

Physics is a branch of the physical sciences 
that studies matter, its motion and its changes 
throughout time and space. 

Being a physical science, practical opportunities 
are littered throughout the course with a strong 
emphasis on mathematical applications too. 
Topics that you will cover include waves, 
radioactivity, electricity, energy and forces. 

How Will I Be Assessed?

Practical activities are embedded throughout 
the course, which are monitored, although there 
are no formal assessment/coursework of these 
practicals. Instead, application of these skills 
is tested in the final exams as practical related 
questions (Module P8).

At the end of Year 11, candidates will sit the 
following exams:
• P1, P2, P3, P4 and P8 - 1hr 45mins (50%)
• P5, P6, P7 and P8 - 1hr 45mins (50%)

What Courses Could This Help Me Study After 
Year 11?

Physics GCE, Mathematics GCE, Applied 
Science BTEC.

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

Astrology, Mathematics, Engineering, Teaching, 
Armed forces, Aeronautical, Games Production.

Need To Know

40% of questions will be mathematically based, 
for example manipulation and use of formula, 
units and conversion.

GCSE PHYSICS

EXAM BOARD: OCR GATEWAY
SPECIFICATION CODE: J249
FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM MRS STOKES & MR NANGREAVE



GCSE HISTORY

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
SPECIFICATION CODE: 1H10
FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM MRS PEARMAN, MISS SIBLEY 
OR MR FRANKLIN

What Topics Will I Study?

• Crime and Punishment 1000- present
• Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, 1060-

1088
• The American West, 1835-1895
• Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39

How Will I Be Assessed?

There are three written exams.

Paper 1:
• Crime and Punishment 1000- present
• 1 hour 15 minutes

Paper 2: 
• Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, 1060-

1088
• The American West, 1835-1895
• 1 hour 45 minutes

Paper 3: 
• Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-39
• 1 hour 20 minutes

What Courses Could This Help Me Study After 
Year 11?

A Level History, A level Law, A level Politics and 
A level English and Drama

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

Law, Journalism, Teaching, Politics, Medicine, 
Business, Finance / Accountancy, Media, 
Tourism, Education, Museum Service, Police and 
Acting.

Need To Know

During the course you will develop transferrable 
skills such as critical thinking skills, evaluating 
viewpoints and historical evidence, constructing 
persuasive arguments and carrying out 
independent research.

All exams require good literacy skills. You will 
need to be good at both reading and writing.



“THE MORE YOU KNOW OF 
THE PAST, THE BETTER 

PREPARED YOU ARE FOR THE 
FUTURE.”

- THEODORE ROOSEVELT



GCSE GEOGRAPHY

EXAM BOARD: EDUQAS/WJEC
SPECIFICATION CODE:  GEOGRAPHY B - C112QS
FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM MISS OWEN, MRS BANNING OR 
MR SAUNDERS

What Topics Will I Study?

The GCSE course begins in the summer term 
of Year 9 and covers a range of human and 
physical topics across three themes.

Theme 1: Changing Places – Changing 
Economies.  Topics include Urbanisation in 
global cities, rural and urban processes in the 
UK, Development.

Theme 2: Changing Environments.  Topics 
include Coasts, Rivers, Weather and climate, 
and Climate change.

Theme 3: Environmental Challenges.  Topics 
include Ecosystems, Water resources and 
management, and Desertification.

Fieldwork
The course includes a minimum of two days 
conducting fieldwork away from the school site.  
This currently includes a river investigation and a 
city study (Leicester).



How Will I Be Assessed?

All external exams are completed at the end of 
Year 11.

Component 1: Investigating Geographical 
Issues
1 hr 45 min – 40%
This paper accesses all aspects of Theme 1, 
Theme 2 and Theme 3.  

Component 2: Problem Solving Geography
1 hr and 30 min – 30%
This paper provides you with a cross themed 
geographical problem and solutions that you will 
be expected to come to a solution about.  

Component 3: Applied Fieldwork Enquiry.  
1 hr and 30 min – 30%
This paper assess your experiences of fieldwork 
completed during the course plus some 
questions based on UK Geography.  

What Courses Could This Help Me Study 
After Year 11?

Geography is a broad subject that covers a 
range of different topics and helps you develop 
a large variety of transferable skills.  These skills 
include conducting investigations, analysing and 
interpreting data and results, extended writing, 
problem solving and independent research.  As a 
result Geography is a facilitating subject allowing 
you to progress to both science and arts based 
subjects at A Level or a degree level.

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

Geography is highly regarded by many 
employers and combines well with both arts 
and science based careers.  You could work 
in leisure and tourism, business management, 
planning, conservation, meteorology, flood 
management, research, landscape architecture, 
cartography and much more.    

Need To Know

During Year 9 you will conduct a series of 
geographical studies into the main continents of 
the world, allowing you to apply your knowledge 
from Key Stage 3 and develop the skills required 
for GCSE.



GCSE COMPUTER SCIENCE

EXAM BOARD: OCR
SPECIFICATION CODE: J276
FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM MR MORRIS

What Topics Will I Study?

While studying Computer Science at Ash Green, 
you will be covering the following topics:

• E-safety
• The History of Computing
• Computer systems
• Hardware
• Software
• Representation of data
• Databases
• Communications
• Networking
• Programming
• Coding

How Will I Be Assessed?

• 1 Theory Exam: Computer Systems 1 hour
30 minutes, 80 marks in total. (40% of total
GCSE).

• 1 Theory exam: Computation Thinking,
Programming and Algorithms. (40% of total
GCSE)

• Practical Coursework: Programming Project
(20% of total GCSE)

What Courses Could This Help Me Study 
After Year 11?

Computer Science lends itself to a wide variety 
of subjects post Year 11. 

The technology aspect would not only be well 
suited to further advanced Computer Science 
or IT based courses, it would also support 
students in courses such as Games Design, 
Graphics and Media Technology. 

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

Computer Science and technology has a 
massive impact in most job roles nowadays, 
and an understanding of how things works will 
give you a head start!

Need To Know

Students typically spend 3-4 lessons on theory 
and 1-2 lessons on practical depending on the 
topic. Students use programs that provide a live 
update to the course completion percentage, 
it’s a great way to see how they are performing.



“WHEN YOU APPLY COMPUTER SCIENCE AND MACHINE 
LEARNING TO AREAS THAT HAVEN’T HAD ANY INNOVATION IN 50 

YEARS, YOU CAN MAKE RAPID ADVANCES THAT SEEM 
INCREDIBLE.”

- BILL MARIS

FOUNDER AND CHIEF OF GOOGLE VENTURES 



GCSE FRENCH

EXAM BOARD: AQA
SPECIFICATION CODE: 8658
FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM MRS BENFORD, MISS CUTHBERTSON 
OR MRS CHENEY

Useful Links for information:

• www.whystudylanguages.ac.uk/ks4/why_languages/
• www.aga.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658

What Topics Will I Study?

The emphasis of the GCSE course is to develop 
your ability to communicate in the target 
language through a range of relevant contexts.  
The three themes will include:  

• Identity and Culture: covering aspects
such as family, relationships and festivals.
Technology in every-day life and free-
time activities: discussing the uses and
advantages/disadvantages of technology and
your interests.

• Local, National and International Global
areas of interest: including home, town,
neighbourhood and region, and social issues.

• Current and Future Study and Employment:
discussing your current and future studies as
well as career ambitions.



How Will I Be Assessed?

The course is based on the four language skills; 
all four equally weighted (25%) with the final 
examinations as a linear course. All examinations 
will be externally marked.

Unit 1: Listening
Unit 2: Reading        
Unit 3: Speaking*
Unit 4: Writing        

*The speaking examination will be conducted by
the student’s teacher.

This GCSE has two tiers: Foundation (grades 
1-5) and Higher (grades 4-9).

What Courses Could This Help Me Study After 
Year 11?

Language skills are beneficial for a whole range 
of professions and so will help you to study 
on a range of courses in further and higher 
educational establishments. 

Studying a language at GCSE is highly rated 
and equips students to go on to study joint 
degrees at university in subjects ranging from 
archaeology and business to interpreting and 
translating. 

In addition to this, it will help the student to 
better understand their own language and 
improve communication and confidence across 
all areas.

A qualification in a foreign language is essential 
for working in a company that deals with foreign 
clients.

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

Keep your career options open and continue 
with a foreign language in further education; in 
college, in an apprenticeship, in sixth form, or at 
university. 

Colleges and employers recognise language 
learners as committed workers. In an ever 
changing world of work the knowledge of a 
foreign language will set you apart from other 
competitors and will give you a huge advantage. 

Specific career ideas are:
• Diplomatic Services Operational Officer
• English as a Foreign Language Teacher
• International Aid/Development Worker
• Logistics and Distribution Manager
• Marketing Executive
• Patent Examiner
• Sales Executive
• Broadcast Journalist
• Tour Manager
• Interpreter
• Translator
• Secondary School Teacher

Some careers are not directly related to this 
subject but there is the opportunity to use the 
highly valued language skills acquired in:
• Charity work
• Engineering
• Media
• Museums and libraries
• Public administration
• Teaching
• Tourism
• Transport and logistics
• Business.

Need To Know

A GCSE course in a Modern Foreign Language 
gives you the basic skills you need to 
communicate with a native speaker, both at work 
and on holiday.  

Being able to communicate in another language 
will add to your confidence and help you to 
develop a wide variety of personal skills; team-
building, independent learning, communication 
and thinking skills, which all employers rate as 
being the essential skills for any position of work.  



GCSE SPANISH

EXAM BOARD: AQA
SPECIFICATION CODE: 8698
FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM MRS CHENEY, MISS CUTHBERTSON 
OR MRS BENFORD

Useful Links for information:

• www.whystudylanguages.ac.uk/ks4/why_languages/
• www.aga.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698

What Topics Will I Study?

The emphasis of the GCSE course is to develop 
your ability to communicate in the target 
language through a range of relevant contexts.  
The three themes will include:  

• Identity and Culture: covering aspects
such as family, relationships and festivals.
Technology in every-day life and free-
time activities: discussing the uses and
advantages/disadvantages of technology and
your interests.

• Local, National and International Global
areas of interest: including home, town,
neighbourhood and region and social issues.

• Current and Future Study and Employment:
discussing your current and future studies as
well as career ambitions.



How Will I Be Assessed?

The course is based on the four language skills; 
all four equally weighted (25%) with the final 
examinations as a linear course. All examinations 
will be externally marked.

Unit 1: Listening
Unit 2: Reading        
Unit 3: Speaking*
Unit 4: Writing        

*The speaking examination will be conducted by
the student’s teacher.

This GCSE has two tiers: Foundation (grades 
1-5) and Higher (grades 4-9).

What Courses Could This Help Me Study After 
Year 11?

Language skills are beneficial for a whole range 
of professions and so will help you to study 
on a range of courses in further and higher 
educational establishments. 

Studying a language at GCSE is highly rated 
and equips students to go on to study joint 
degrees at university in subjects ranging from 
archaeology and business to interpreting and 
translating. 

In addition to this it will help the student to better 
understand their own language and improve 
communication and confidence across all areas.

A qualification in a foreign language is essential 
for working in a company that deals with foreign 
clients.

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

Keep your career options open and continue 
with a foreign language in further education; in 
college, in an apprenticeship, in sixth form, or at 
university. 

Colleges and employers recognise language 
learners as committed workers. In an ever 

changing world of work the knowledge of a 
foreign language will set you apart from other 
competitors and will give you a huge advantage. 

Specific career ideas are:
• Diplomatic Services Operational Officer
• English as a Foreign Language Teacher
• International Aid/Development Worker
• Logistics and Distribution Manager
• Marketing Executive
• Patent Examiner
• Sales Executive
• Broadcast Journalist
• Tour Manager
• Interpreter
• Translator
• Secondary School Teacher

Some careers are not directly related to this 
subject but there is the opportunity to use the 
highly valued language skills acquired in:
• Charity work
• Engineering
• Media
• Museums and libraries
• Public administration
• Teaching
• Tourism
• Transport and logistics
• Business.

Need To Know

A GCSE course in a Modern Foreign Language 
gives you the basic skills you need to 
communicate with a native speaker, both at work 
and on holiday.  

Being able to communicate in another language 
will add to your confidence and help you to 
develop a wide variety of personal skills; team-
building, independent learning, communication 
and thinking skills, which all employers rate as 
being the essential skills for any position of work.  





What Topics Will I Study?

Students must work within at least two of the 
following titles: 
• Art
• Craft and Design
• Fine Art
• Graphics
• Textile Design
• 3D Design
• Photography

Year 9
Still life project (paint, print, photography and 
drawing).

Year 10
Portraiture Project  (paint, print, textiles, 
photography and drawing).

Year 11
Mock Externally Set Assignment (in their chosen 
material area).
Externally Set Assignment (in their chosen 
material area).

GCSE ART, CRAFT 
AND DESIGN

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
SPECIFICATION CODE: 1AD0
FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM 
MISS WALKER



“ART ENABLES US TO FIND 
OURSELVES AND LOSE
OURSELVES AT THE SAME

TIME.”
- THOMAS MERTON

How Will I Be Assessed? 

Component 1: Personal Portfolio 
This component allows students opportunities to 
present personal responses to themes – 
60% overall grade.

Component 2: Externally Set Assignment
The ESA consists of one externally set, broad- 
based thematic starting point, developed 
through a series of suggested starting points – 
40% overall grade.

What Courses Could This Help Me Study 
After Year 11?

Students can continue study in the area of Art 
and Design at AGS Sixth Form in A Level Art and 
Graphics.

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

There are many career options available for 
those who can envisage, design and create 
things. 

• Architect
• Photographer
• Graphic Designer
• Interior Designer
• Illustrator
• Set Design
• Industrial Designer
• Games Designer
• Art Conservationist
• Museum Curator

• Personal Stylist
• Fashion Designer
• Art Therapist
• App Designer
• Animator
• Potter/ Ceramics

Designer
• Museum Curator
• Art Teacher
...to name a few!



Further Information

Art Club runs on a Tuesday and Thursday after 
school, allowing students to develop their 
classwork further in a supportive and creative 
environment.

Art students are offered extracurricular 
opportunities to develop their learning outside 
of the classroom environment.  Students in 
previous years have attended trips to London, 
New York and Barcelona.

Need To Know

Being part of the Creative Education Trust gives 
Arts students opportunities to take part in CET 
planned activities. This year, Year 10 students 
have been involved in designing the set and 
costumes for Shakespeare’s Macbeth.



What Topics Will I Study?

Students must complete both components 
(01 and 02) to be awarded the OCR GCSE 
(9-1) in Business.

Business 01: Business activity, marketing 
and people
Students are introduced to business concepts 
and issues concerning the activities of a 
business. They explore the purpose and role of 
a business from spotting an opportunity 
through to the growth of an established 
business. They also look at the role of 
marketing and human resources.

Business 02: Operations, finance and 
influences on business
Students take a closer look at the role of 
operations and finance in business activity. 
Operations include production processes, 
quality of goods and services, customer 
service, and working with suppliers. Finance 
covers its role, its sources, costs, profit and 
loss, cash and cash flow.

They also explore how business responds to 
external influences, such as ethical and 
environmental considerations, the economic 
climate and globalisation, and the 
interdependent nature of business.

How Will I Be Assessed?

• 1 theory exam: Business activity, marketing
and people. 1 hour 30 minutes (80 marks)

• 1 theory exam: Operations, finance and
influences on business. 1 hour 30 minutes
(80 marks)

What Courses Could This Help Me Study 
After Year 11?

We offer a very popular BTEC National (Level 
3) in Business at AGS Sixth Form. However,
this course provides transferable skills that
would be beneficial to any course chosen at
KS5 or beyond.

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

Studying business now will help you 
understand any job role you do in the future 
and the transferbale skills you learn, e.g. how 
to do well at interview, will be beneficial to any 
career you choose

People who study business are in a good 
position to set up their own business.

GCSE BUSINESS

EXAM BOARD: OCR
SPECIFICATION CODE: J204
FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM MR STOKES (B1)



“WE ALWAYS OVERESTIMATE THE CHANGE THAT 
WILL OCCUR IN THE NEXT TWO YEARS AND 
UNDERESTIMATE THE CHANGE THAT WILL OCCUR 
IN THE NEXT TEN. DON'T LET YOURSELF BE 
LULLED INTO INACTION”
- Bill Gates



GCSE DRAMA

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
SPECIFICATION CODE: 1DR0

FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM MISS JAMES 

What Topics Will I Study?

The course is divided into three key areas of study.

Devising: In this topic, you will have the opportunity to work collaboratively with your 
peers to create an original performance piece. You will be developing your devising skills; 
experimenting with your choices, rehearsing and developing your roles and then analysing 
and evaluating your work. You will also explore your understanding of various practitioner’s 
approaches.

Performance from text: In this topic, you will bring to life two key scenes for your 
practical exam. You will develop your characterisation skills and explore Stanislavski’s 
rehearsal techniques to develop your skills.

Theatre Makers in Practice: For your written paper, you will examine your understanding 
of theatre; this will be based on the texts you have studied and a professional performance 
that you will go to watch. 



How Will I Be Assessed?

For the Devising component you will be 
assessed in the practical performance that you 
have created with your peers. You will also self-
assess the creative process and evaluate your 
performance with a written portfolio. 

In the Performance from text component you will 
be assessed by a visiting examiner for your two 
key scenes. The examiner will assess your use 
of voice and physicality, your use of proxemics, 
the development of your character(s) and your 
use of various production elements.

In the final component, Theatre Makers in 
Practice, you will respond to questions about the 
play you have thoroughly studied and write a live 
theatre review assessing a production’s choices 
for your written examination. 

What Courses Could This Help Me Study 
After Year 11?

The course is designed to develop your 
understanding of Drama and Theatre with the 
aim of achieving this highly respected GCSE 
award.

You will creatively develop your ideas with 
your peers, then apply these theatrical skills 
throughout your performances. This process will 
also develop your ability to analyse and evaluate 
your own, and your peers’, choices. 

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

You can use your GCSE Drama skills to enter 
into a variety of professions; from teaching to 
nursing or law to the more specialised fields of 
practical theatre. 

GCSE Drama will compliment any role where 
you need excellent communicative skills, a 
creative outlook, organisational skills, the ability 
to meet deadlines and the ability to lead. Need To Know

Are you willing to work as a team? Do you enjoy 
a challenge? Do you enjoy being creative? 
This GCSE Drama course offers a fantastic 
opportunity to develop your skills including 
developing your confidence, your collaborative 
skills and your communicative skills.



GCSE GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION

EXAM BOARD: AQA
SPECIFICATION CODE: 4203
FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM MR LEIGH 

What Topics Will I Study?

Candidates are required to work in one or more 
area(s) of Graphic Communication. They may 
explore overlapping areas and combinations or 
areas:
• Illustration
• Advertising
• Packaging design
• Communication graphics
• Design for print
• Animation
• Digital media
• Web Design, Television, Multimedia.
• Lens-based and light-based media: film,

animation, video and photography
• New media practices, such as CGI (Computer

Generated Imagery)

How Will I Be Assessed?

Unit 1: Portfolio of Work (80 marks – 60%)
Controlled Assessment – set and marked by
centre and moderated by AQA.
Candidate portfolio selected from work
undertaken during course of study and must
include more than one project.

Unit 2: Externally Set Task (80 marks – 40%)
Question papers issued from 1 January.
Marked by centre and moderated by AQA.
Unlimited preparation time. 10 hours of 

sustained focused study. Candidates respond to 
their chosen starting point.

What Courses Could This Help Me Study After 
Year 11?

A-Level AQA Graphic Communication (offered at
AGS), Graphic Design (National Diploma/BTEC),
or Fine Art.

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

Graphic Design, Interior Design, Advertising, 
Marketing and Architecture.

Need To Know

This is an Art and Design course with an 
emphasis on the communication of an idea or 
message. The course will contain hand rendered 
and computer generated outcomes, depending 
on ability, strengths and aspirations. 



BTEC CREATIVE MEDIA PRODUCTION

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
SPECIFICATION CODE: 603/1238/5

FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM MR LEIGH

What Topics Will I Study?

The Award gives learners the opportunity to 
develop sector-specific knowledge and skills in a 
practical learning environment. The main focus is 
on three areas of equal importance, which cover:

• Knowledge that underpins the effective use
of skills, processes and attitudes, including
production processes and techniques.

• Development of key skills that prove your
aptitude in creative media production such as
investigating and developing ideas through pre-
production, production and post production of
media products

• Processes which underpin effective ways of
working in creative media production, such as
responding to briefs, planning, generating ideas
and responding to feedback.

How Will I Be Assessed?

The qualification consists of three components 
that give learners the opportunity to develop 

broad knowledge and understanding of the 
enterprise sector and relevant skills such 
as research, planning, problem solving and 
communication at Levels 1 and 2.

Internal Assessment
Components 1 and 2 are assessed through 
internal assessment.
The components focus on:
• The development of core knowledge and
understanding including the range of different
types of media products, production processes
and techniques.
• The development and application of skills such
as: research skills and stylistic and technical
skills
• Reflective practice through the refinement of
their own media products that allows learners
to respond to feedback and identify areas for
improvement.



Extremal Assessment:
There is one external assessment, 
Component 3, which provides the 
main synoptic assessment for the 
qualification. Component 3 builds 
directly on Components 1 and 2 
and enables learning to be brought 
together and related to a real-life 
situation.
The external assessment takes 
the form of a set task taken under 
supervised conditions that is then 
marked and a grade awarded by 
Pearson.

What Courses Could This Help 
Me Study After Year 11?

Learners who achieve at Level 2 
across their Key Stage 4 learning 
might consider
progression to:
• A Levels as preparation for
entry into higher education in a
range of subjects such as Graphic
Communication and Film Studies
• Study of a vocational qualification
at Level 3, such as a BTEC
National in Media based subjects
which prepares learners to enter
employment or apprenticeships

What Careers Could This Help Me 
With?

TV/film production, Games 
designer, Radio presenter/producer, 
Set design, Web developer, and 
Digital Publisher

Need To Know

This is a BTEC course with an 
exam element. You will make 
different forms of digital media 
and learn about all of them.The 
course is mainly ICT based but not 
exclusively.



BTEC FIRST HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE 

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL/PEARSON
SPECIFICATION CODE: 600/4782/3
FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM MISS LONSDALE

What Topics Will I Study?
How do people grow and develop throughout 
their lives? How can factors such as lifestyle 
choices, relationships and life events affect 
your growth and development? This will provide 
you with the opportunity to explore how we 
grow and develop throughout our lives and to 
investigate the factors that affect this growth and 
development. You will go on to consider how 
these factors are interrelated.

What is good practice in health and social care? 
What ensures that good practice is applied to 
support individuals who use health and social 
care services? Health and social care values 
underpin good practice within the sector.

How Will I Be Assessed?

There are four units to complete.  We study:

Component 1 – Human Lifespan Development
Component 2 – Health and Social Care Services 
and Values
Component 3 – Health and Wellbeing

Component 1 and 2 are through coursework, 
they will be internally assessed and sent off for 
sampling.
Component 3 – Synoptic Paper that is externally 
assessed. 
What Courses Could This Help Me Study After 
Year 11?

This will help you go on to Level 3 BTEC Health 
and Social Care as well as any subject that will 

help you into a job in the health and social care 
sector.  
It will work well with sociology, psychology and 
sport. 

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

Studying Health and Social Care will help you 
get into a huge range of jobs within this large 
sector. 

If you are wanting to work in any job in a 
hospital, or the social care sector, for example: 
Nursing, midwifery, social worker, teacher, 
physiotherapist, councillor, mental health worker 
and many more. 

Need To Know

This course will require you to have a good 
interest in the health and social care sector, 
you will need to follow current affairs on the 
news and understand issues with the NHS.



GCSE RELIGIOUS STUDIES (A)

EXAM BOARD: AQA
SPECIFICATION CODE: 8062
FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM MR DUDLEY 

What Topics Will I Study?

A variety of religious and thematic topics will be 
included. 

Pupils will study Christian and Islamic beliefs. 

Key relevant themes will include:
• Relationships and families
• Religion and life
• Peace and conflict
• Human rights linking to social justice.

How Will I Be Assessed?

There are two written exams (each worth 50% of 
GCSE), comprising 96 marks each.

Component 1
The study of religions: beliefs, teaching and 
practices

Component 2
Thematic Studies
Relationship and families
Religion and life
Peace and conflict
Human rights ans social justice

What Courses Could This Help Me Study After 
Year 11?

Ethics, Law, History, Geography, Sociology and 
Psychology.

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

Teacher, Civil Service, Counsellor, Police Officer, 
Advice Worker, Lawyer and Solicitor.  

Need To Know

Religious studies will allow pupils to improve 
clear and logical thinking skills, evaluation, 
literacy and expression, and research skills. 

Religious studies is great for pupils who are 
interested in issues that affect them and the 
surrounding world. 

Pupils will learn about key issues to do with 
religion, law and rights. 



BTEC FIRST SPORT LEVEL 1-2

EXAM BOARD: EDEXCEL
SPECIFICATION CODE: 600/4779/3
FURTHER INFORMATION AVAILABLE FROM THE PE DEPARTMENT

USEFUL LINK FOR INFORMATION:

• http://qualififcations.pearson/com/en/qualifications/btec-firsts/sport-
2012-ngf.html

What Topics Will I Study?

Unit 1 – Fitness for Sport and Exercise 
Unit 2 – Practical Sports Performance 
Unit 5 – Training for Personal Fitness 
Unit 6 – Leading Sports Activity

How Will I Be Assessed?

The course is broken down between theory and 
practical. Students will be assessed through a 
variety of projects. The units are interesting and 
varied, with students learning a wide range of 
skills. Unit 1 will be an external online exam, 
with students supported in how to approach the 
questions through experienced staff. Units 2 and 
6 will be largely practical with students assessed 
through performance and coursework.

What Courses Could This Help Me Study After 
Year 11?

Students can use this course to progress onto 
Level 3 BTEC Sport either at College or Ash 
Green Sixth Form. Students can then progress 
onto university. Alternatively, students could go 
onto apprenticeships, using this course as a 
base to build from.

What Careers Could This Help Me With?

Students will be able to progress into a wide 
range of career opportunities. BTEC Sport is a 

good course for developing key skills within the 
sporting sector. Previous students have gone 
onto careers within sports coaching, sports 
leadership and the leisure industries.

Alternatively students have progressed onto 
further study at university level.

Need To Know

The units that pupils study have been carefully 
chosen to give pupils a balanced course. These 
units give pupils the best possible chance to be 
successful, while giving them every opportunity 
to progress onwards. 

The 100% pass rate speaks for itself.
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